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CHAPTER XL

Crawling Stone Wash.
When Whispering Smith and his

companions were fairly started on the
last day of their ride, it was toward a

. ' rift in the Mission range that the trail
led them. Sinclair, with consummate
cleverness, had rejoined his compan-

ions; but the attempt to get into the
Cache, and his reckless ride into Med-

icine Bend, had reduced their chances
of escape to a single outlet, and that
they must find up Crawling Stone val-

ley. The necessity of it was spelled
In every move the pursued men had

," made for 24 hours. They were riding
the pick of mountain horseflesh and
covering their tracks by every device

' known to the high country. Behind
them, made prudent hy unusual dan-

ger, rode the best men the mountain
division could muster for the final ef-

fort to bring them to account. The
fait riding of the early week had

liven way to the pace of caution. N
trail sign was overlooked, no point ol

concealment directly approached, no

hiding-plac- e left onsearched.
' The tension of ft long day of this
vork was drawing to a close when the
sun set and left the big wash in tht

.shadow of the mountains. On th
higher ground to the right, Kenned

'and Scott were riding where the
could command tb gullies of the pre
cipitous left bank of the river. Higt
on the left bank Itself, worming hli

.way like a snake from point to point

of concealment through the scanty
brush of the mountain-side- , crawled

. - Wlckwire, commanding the pockets In

the right bank. Closer to the rivei
on the right and following the trail
Itself over shale and rock and be-

tween scattered bowlders, Whispering
' Smith, low on Ms horse's neck, rode

. slowly.

It was almost too dark to catch the
slight discoloratlons where pebbles

' had been disturbed on a flat surface
or the calk of a horseshoe had slipped
on the uneven face of a ledge, and he
had halted under an uplift to wall
for Wickwire on the distant left to ad- -

vance, when, half a mile below him,
ft horseman crossing the river rode
slowly past a gap In the rocks and dis-

appeared below the next .bend. He
, , was followed in a moment by a seo

ond rider and ft third. Whispering
Smith knew he had not been seen. He
had flushed the game, and, wheeling

' his horse rode straight up the river
bank to high ground, where he could

. circle around widely below them. They
. bad slipped between his line and
Wickwlre's, and were doubling back,
following the dry bed of the stream.

' It was impossible to recall Kennedy
ftnd Scott without giving an alarm, but
by a quick detour he could at least
hold the quarry back for 20 minutes
with his rifle, and hi that time Ken--t

nedy and Scott could come up.

Less than halt an hour of daylight
remained. If the outlaws could slip
down the wash and out into the Crawl-
ing Stone valley they had every chance

away In the night; and If
the third man should be Barney Reb- -

' stock, Whispering Smith knew that
Sinclair thought only of escape. Smith
alone, of their pursuers, could now
Intercept them, but a second hope re- -

malned: On the left, Wlckwire was
nleh enough to command every turn

. In the bed of the river. He might see
'

them and could force them to cover
with his rifle even at long range. Cast-
ing up the ch&ncts, Whispering Smith,
riding faster over the uneven ground

, ' than anything but sheer recklessness
would have prompted, hastened across
the waste. His rifle lay in his hand,
and he had pushed Bis horse to & run.
A single fearful instinct crowded now
ipon the long strain of the week. A

' savage fascination burned like a fever
In his veins, and he meant that they

t should not get away. Taking chances
that would have shamed him in cooler

t , moments, he forced his horse at the
ad of the long ride to within 100

paces of the river, threw his lines,
? slipped like ft lizard from the saddle,

, - ftnd, darting with Incredible swiftness
from rock to rock, gained the water's

e edge.
- From up the long shadows of the

wash there came the wall of an owl.t,
'From it he knew that Wlckwire had

seen theu and was warning him, but
he had entlcipated the warning and
gtood below where the hunted- - :.men

dust ride. He strained his eyes over
t the waste of rock above. For one half--i

hour of daylight he would have sold,
In that moment, ten years of his life.
What could he do If they should ,be
able to secrete themselves until dark

'
A between him and Wlckwire? Gliding

under cover of huge rocks up the dry
watercourse, he reached a spot where
the floods had scooped a long, hollow
curve out of .ft soft ledge In the bank,
fearir.? a stretch of smooth sand on
the bed of the stream. At the upper
point great bowlders pushed out of

'"the river. He could not inspect the
9 curve from the spot he had gained

without reckless exposure, but he
must force the little daylight left to
him. Citable completely over the

lower point, hS advanceq cautiously,
and from behind ft sheltering spur
stepped out upon an overhanging table
of rock and looked across the river-botto-

Three men had halted on the
sand within the curve. Two lay on
their rifles under the upper point, 120

paces from Whispering Smith. The
third man, Seagrue, less than 50 yards
away, had got off his horse and was
laying down his rifle, when the hoot-ow- l

screeched again ftnd he looked un
easily back. They had chosen for
their halt a spot easily defended, and
needed only darkness to make them
safe, when Smith, stepping out into
plain sight, threw forward his hand.

They heard his sharp call to pitch np,
and the men under the point Jumped.
Seagrue had not yet taken his hand
from his rifle. He threw it to his
shoulder. As closely together as two
Angers of the right hand can be struck
twice in the palm of the left, two rifle
shots cracked across the wash. Two
bullets passed so close in flight they
might have struck. One cut the
dusty hair from Smith's temple and
slit the brim of his hat above his ear;
the other struck Seagrue under the
left eye, plowed through the roof of
his mouth, and, coming out below his
ear, splintered the rock at his back.

The shock alone would have stag
gered a bullock, but Seagrue, laughing,
came forward pumping his gun. Sin
clair, at 120 yards, cut instantly into
the fight, and the ball from his rifle
creased the alkali that crusted Whis-

pering Smith's unshaven cheek. As
he fired he sprang to cover.

For Seagrue and Smith there was
no cover; for one or both it was death
In the open and Seagrue, with his rifle
at his cheek, walked straight into it
Taklftg for a moment the fire of the
three guns, Whispering Smith stood,
a perfect target, outlined against the
sky. ' They whipped the dust from his

coat, tore the sleeve from his wrist
and ripped the blouse collar from his
neck; but he felt no bullet shock. He
Baw before him only the buckle of
Seagrue's belt 40 paces away, and sent
bullet after bullet at the gleam of
brass between the sights. Both men
were using guns, and
the deadly shocks of the slugs made
Seagrue twitch and stagger. The man
was dying as be walked. Smith'
hand was racing with the lever, and
had & cartridge Jammed, the steel
would have snapped 'like a match,

It was beyond human endurance to
support the leaden death. The little
square of brass between the sights
wavered. Seagrue stumbled, doubled
on his knees, and staggering plunged
loosely forward on the sand. Whis-
pering Smith threw his fire toward
the bowlder behind which Sinclair
and Barney Rebstock had disappeared

Suddenly he realized that the bullets
from the point were not coming his
way. He was aware of a second rifle- -

duel above the bend. Wlckwire, wornv

Seagrut Stumbltd to tht Sand.

ing his way down the stream, had un
covered Sinclair and young Rebstock
from behind. A yell between the
shots rang across the wash, and the
cringing figure of a man ran out to-

ward Whispering Smith with his bands
high in the air, and pitched headlong
on the ground. It was tht skulker.
Barney Rebstock, drlren out by Wick
wlre's fire.

The shooting ceased. 811enee fell
upon the gloom of the dusk. Than
came a calling between Smith and
Wlckwire, and a signaling of pistol-shot- s

for their companions. Kennedy
and Bob Scott dashed down toward
the rirer bed on their horses. Sea-
grue lay on his face. Young Reb
stock sat with his hands around his
knees on the sand. Abore klm at
some distance, Wlckwire and Smith
stood before a man who leaned against
the sharp cheek of the bowlder at the
point In his hands his rifle was held
across his lap Just aa he had dropped
on his knee to fire. He had nerer
moved after he-- was struck. His head,
drooping a little, rested against the
rock, and his hat lay on the sand; his
heavy beard had sunk into his chest
and he kneeled in the shadow, asleep.
Scott and Kennedy knew him. In the
mountains there was no double for
Murray Sinclair.

When he jumped behind the point to
pick Whispering Smith oft the ledge
he had laid himself directly under
W'lckwire's fire tcross the wash. The
first shot of the cowboy at 204 yards
had passed, as he knelt through both
temples.

(To be Continued)

Mote, the second haod man, al-

ways has something cheap for you.

Phone 260. North side of the square

J, R, Underwood, one of the big

farmers of North Homestead town-

ship, was a county seat visitor Satur.

Knights ol Colnmbus.

Great Bend council, C, which

holds its meetings in Hoisington, put

on its fourth class last Supday in the
presence of a large number of mem

bers. The 1st and 2nd degrees were

exemplified by the Sahna team, the
3rd degree by State Deputy Charles

McCarthy and team from Kansas

ity. Some forty candidates were

taken over the route. After the regu

lar council work, all, together with

their ladies, participated in an elegant

banquet served by the ladies of the

Hoisington congregation in the opera

bouse. About two hundred weie

served. An excellent orchestra was

in attendance, and a fine banquet was

served by the ladies. Father Maher

acted as toastmaster. Mayor Ed

Heath represented the city of Hois
ington, and Thomas Murphy of this

city, extending the glad hand to the

visitors on behalf ot the local council.

Several prominent members of the

order made short speeches. A very

pleasant evening was indulged in.

Those from Great Bend who at,

tended the affair were Frank McFad.

den, John Murphy, Agnes Murphy,

Charles Carrol, W. J. Murphy and

W. P. Feder.

Dave Murphy and Joe Johnston,
of Hoisington were visitors in the

county seat Tuesday,

Mote, the second hand man, al--
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Some Potalces.

Gus Wehthahn brought back with

him from his trip to San Luis Valley

f j , , , V,WV MS UtAUUAb. lUttT fcUD KUK
UI.U....H, tome oi idc many U.. tnA m j fW
ui mai lucaiuy. Among inern arc Q

Irish potatoes, as big, well, as both

your fists, a turcip that four Notice of Publication.
and a half pounds and of itPbiuwiat.eBarwa (W, D.oct

January Mth. 1910

wheat and The wheat yieldedoats. H. Howird. u ,liT. ,nd lhta
fifty-tw- o bushels to the acre while the

oats yield was seventy-fiv- e

The San Luis valley lands are the
irrigated lands for which Messrs.

& are agents,

nrHnt. mctitmntH
petition

office. March, petition
judgment rendered"'ug againn quietina

you.

down from

north side Tuesday.

John trustee Lakin

township, city Saturday.
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bushe's.1
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, , . , . laaenaa jruo ana will be

i..c r ,u u"m i you and each of j,u the title to

Ed Whiteman was the

Doherty, of

was in this

the al

has Something Cheap for FintpaWuhed the Barton County Democrat

Phone norm siae oi tne squre

Henry Haberman of near Olmitz

was in this city Monday on business.

Mr. Haberman has sold his farm, and

in few will months remove to St.

Paul, NeOShO will locate. Plaintiff, Others,
Defendants,n. . . - . . tltiljCfiledinsadClgeonorberorethenthd

visiting taken

transacting business. 'iufdgment w ' ""L'0!
feeling good over Kan- -

prospects of getting a railroad built

into his town that he has gone to

ways has some thing cheap for you. wearidg a collar. He says the
rti XT t j r . . ...sou, ixouusiae oi square. nrosDectS of the road are responsible.

Men and
Boys Wanted
To visit our Shoe Store. You are

Stock
Good

They

around

Brown

Defendant,

Davinsr more regard
UH? uuwmoi'it
PUrCnaSe lOOtWear yOU against

.Sid. For this reason ask jou
SnOeS. HiVerV pair

gUOiaULCCU &i?

AT TaCITMaO

crenerallv

jr"0i"ri;uoys anoes
Men's Shoes $150 $6.00

"SKees Fn the Wide Family"

VJ Jli bdies' Gentlemih's

triors Visit.

Staffo d County Lands
To the investor Home Seeker: have nu-

merous propositions to offer, that bargains- - It
to investigate our offers, the

market for lands section.

your special attention to following.

640 Acres
cultivation, balance pagture and meadow,

growing alfalfa. 125 wheat, goes to

purchaser. Nice family orchard 4 Improve-

ments consist New Modern m houie, new barn,

80x76 feet, 140 ton room, necessary out build-

ings; including granaries, implement sheds, cattle sheds

and good tenant property. An abundance nice

pastures watered living water. Located only

miles from John. Price

$75.00 per acre

640 Acres
Located miles from St John; cultiva-

tion, balance pasture and hay land. Fine improve-

ments, about 200 wheat, to purchaser

$55.00 per

have addition, several nicely located quarters
and know we what ever your wants.

Write and we'll show properties.:

Expense trip refunded case buy.

The Realty. & Abstract Co.,
St John, Kansas

THE GREAT CENTRAL GERMAN

NURSERY
Has sale Maple Trees twenty-liv- e

feet hiflh, Honey Locust trees froa
Inches U feet carload. cuar-ante- $;

toeiaj jja the., healthiest trees
Kansas,

AUGUST; GARLING, Prop.
Address In English or German,

Box GREAT BEND, KANSAS.

For Sale.
of merchandise,

opening. about

the nnioewn executor, adminlatra
ton. tniate and luign Charle

hereby notified bate been
the District Court Barton

Kanua, action therein which
Ewinc plaintiff, and yonroelres and

-- t.
filed ce, the

their will i9i.

the North Eait Quarter ot Section Two (!)
Township (SO). Range Fifteen (l&). Bar- -

ton County. Kansal in

(seal)

Osmond & Cole,
tent ttornrT tnr Pla

S. M. Kbluh. Clerk of District Court.

Notice of Publication.

Ways yOU. in

260.
To Morgan If alive, and if dead,

to executors and admin
tetrators, trustees and assigns of the
ward

Yon hereby notified that you hare been
sued in the District Court of Barton County,
Kansas, in an action therein Dendlnn in which

Co. where he M. Daily Is and yourselves and

m ttirr T r Rmu n( (lUti mi and that unless you an wer the pe"
.w.,

down this week and of March, laio, the said petition will be as

some Mr. tru; an ta
th tlnf

is so the la. city of Great Bend. Barton County,

white
nonrnone tne

3 St

sas, in
&

Attest: lor
b. m. KKLLAH Clerk of district Court.

(seal)

Osmond

Notice of Publication.
First published In Barton Democrat

28th. 1909

la the District Court of Barton County,
sas.

the
Ed

W.

Maggie Wade, vs. Edward Wade,
Defendant.

To the Edward Wade:

are hereby notified that you have been
sued by the in the above entitled

to ,nd cnse nd tnat yu must

iivm " 10th day of March, 1910. or it will be

OI true you, and a f the following

we
XO See Or and granting the said plaintiff a decree of di

rritra eoief oof irm orce irora 70U. A1AGGJB n ADC
By her attorneys. Clarke &B,-rd- .

10
to

published In Birton Democrat
January zi,

Publication Notice
1 IV l aJ 3" Our ait J Xhe Sute 0( KaD9as

a

or We

are

will pay you if you are on

in this

call the

400 20

acres acres all

of acres.

of

mow all

of

by

5S 320 in

acres of goes

acre.

In
can you

us, or call you the
of in you

tor
C

5 by the I
it

In

.

C45

"Will take

heire.

H. Howard.
are that

toed County.
pending

Fred

Twenty
Plaintiff.

At A Intiff

EdwardW then
unknown beir.

said
Morgan:

are

Plaintiff.
Con.

Attorneys Plaintiff.
.

the Quunty
January

Kan

Plaintiff,

You

Plaintiff court
anser piaintuvi

uhlluii, taken
Ulan judgment

3.ou

in

First County

Give

We

trees

and

acres

We
suit

to

1910

Charlen E. Gibson and wile Gibson
wnie Christian name i to plaintiff unkiviw
Albert fc Kmc and wile Kira. whoi
Christian name is to plaintiff unknown: A.
Wilcox and wile Wilcox. whne Christian
name 1. to plaintiff unknown; E. Heliker, trus
tee: Mckinley & Heliker investment Company,
if alive, and il dead, then to the unknown hrim
executnrs. administrators, devisees, Rucoessors
in trust, trustees and assiirna of eacb of said
parties. Defendants:

Yon and tacb ol you are hereby notified that
you have been sued in the iitrtn: Court ol
na ton county &ans. In an actum in which
John H. Morran is plaintiff and yon and each of
you are defendants, and that unless you answer
the petition 6 led in said case on or before the
MB day of March. lI0 the name will he taken
true and judgment rendered, quieting the title
in Plaintiff in and to LOU one. two. three and
lour vi. I. a and 4) section eighteen (If), ttwn
nip seventeen U7J range thirteen 0!) W. in

Barton county. Kansas, a aninst each of Tna
and barring eacb and all of yon from asserting
any interest in ana to saia real estate, land,
any part thereof. J B. PROSE.
Iseal Attorney br Plaintiff.

Attest 2S. It K.BLLAJI,
Clerk ol the Ostrkt Oult.

Dr. A. E. Focht
Specialist

Eye, Ear Nose and Throat
Glasses Fitted

Over.C. Samuels Co. tStore

ireat Bend, Kansai

F.G.H.Mtckfej$!.,M. D.

Albert, Kissa
PHYSICIAN AND SURGEON

CaacerOHJ Condition- - a Specialty

Cblls answered promptly, day
or night.

Amend Bros.,

THE DENTISTS

Modem Electrical Appliances

Over Cyclone Phoce 89

Barton County ALstrad"

anol Title Company

Abstracts and

C D 1

First National

Barber Shop

First class Toosorial Work

TO THE LADIES We

make a specialty of Ladies
r Shampooing and Massages.

ELECTRIC MASSAGES

E.W. SEWARD, Proprietor

Offlot Phone 17 Kea,pfcDlU

Chas, L. Carroll v

Attorney-at-La- w

Notary Public

McBride Building, Suite 2

Great Bend Kansas

J.E PROSE

LAWYER

Hoisington, Kansas.

DR. L. D. LEWIS,

Dentist
McBride Building, Great Bend.

Addison Kendall, M. D.

Store

HOMEOPATHIC
PHYSICIAN AND SURGEON
Officfrter Cyclone

Clothing

J. H. CHENEY
VETERINARIAN

Phone 144. Residence 288
V ,

Nimocb School of Music

Studio 2420 Broadway.

Tel 128b. Great Bend. Kan

Drs. Smith & Robinson

Offlo.OT.r Naw York Store

B. AVERY GARDNER,

DENTIST,!
Room 6, Allen & Hubbard Building

Phone SJ7 Gnv. Bend. Kansi -

g L. STINSON, M.D.

lOffloe Room A Building,

Realdeoce 120lHnbbard. GreatlBend, Kmm
Phonea-Off- ioa M0. Re. K6 blue

CHICHESTER'S PILLS
-- "V . '.".V-"r,""'- 1.

Ail )nr UrvcrUt
H11U la R4 tmd ZZhtZIZ

. tmitt vk Bin. IMUMaJ
! MW. Bit n V

0(J) EY DRUGGISTS EVERYKECE '

firipf

rio - .sstin umii mi
C&TBE!iU.KMiS- -

Central Market .

fresh tndStltltuti,
Poultry md Game.

IMcNown & Hayes

jursty DQnds! proprietors
'

Office over W. J. Honnens Store lh:'d I)oor WMl AUra' Drag

GREAT BEND. KANSAS .
Store. .

t


